Thesis Statenment

A thesis statement is a complete sentence that contains one MAIN IDEA. This idea controls the
content of the entire essay. To create a thesis statement, use the S+D+3R Method.

§ubject + _D_irection + 3Reasons = Thesis

Subject = your topic
(The subject is who or what your paper is going to be about.)

Direction = your thoughts / opinion about your topic
(The direction tells the reader what you want to say about your subject.)

3 Reasons = 3 reasons why you think this about your topic — Senem\ examples
(The three reasons are examples or points you want to make about your topic.)

Reason #1 = Body Paragraph #1 — con-taln specific exam plex
Reason #2 = Body Paragraph #2 7
Reason #3 = Body Paragraph #3

Some Examples:
A strong thesis statement would read something like this:

In the memoir Night by Elie Wiesel, many of the inmates transition from humans to animals as a
result of their lack of food and water, the physical abuse by the Nazis, and the emotional
mistreatment they experience within the concentration camps.

Subject: the inmates
Direction: transition from human to animal
3 Reasons: 1. lack of food and water
2. physical abuse by the Nazis
3. emotional mistreatment in concentration camps

Xperi in the concentration camps, Elie of Sighet has changed physically,
(sbirituaﬂy/and jonally/ The post-concentration camp Elie of Buchenwald is afcorpse] who

“has lost all faith in his God/ and hasﬁmplete!y disconnected emotionally from his former !ifg/

Wiesel’s surviv the concentrati s in Night is coinci because he/remains passive, /
Mout of mere Tuck] and oes not believe that God is in control of his life.]

So you've already selected your topic (SUBJECT), chosen what you’d like to say about your
subject (DIRECTION), and found three examples that back up your direction (3 REASONS). Now
combine all of those things into ONE complete sentence. You’ve just created a THESIS
STATEMENT!
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5 Paragraph Essay
(Using S+D+3R Method)

SUBJECT (topic)

Introductory paragraph (introduces the topic) Sener—a\ ideas "

A. Attention-getter (-2 spnlen ces) *fact, example, queshion
B. Necessary sentences / transition sentences / information £ AFF
C. Thesis statement

First body paragraph (explores the first REASON) spect fc ideas

A. Topic sentence ( S+Dr IR)

B. Supporting ideas (Quote / Example) Specific example /tha{-e for R® |
C. Closing / transition sentence

Second body paragraph (explores the second REASON) spe cifhe ideas

A. Topic sentence (S+P+2 R)

B. Supporting ideas (Quote / Example) Spem'ﬁfc_ examp\e/quol—e or K*2
C. Closing / transition sentence

Third body paragraph (explores the third REASON) specific ideas

A. Topic sentence (S r D+ ’5K>

B. Supporting ideas (Quote / Example) specific ?ch,nflp\e/ﬁ(wo-\"e or R*3
C. Closing / transition sentence

Concluding paragraph (summarizes the topic and draws a conclusion) caeneral deas
. entevie
A. Summarize one per bodd Parchmp\'w
B. Re-state Thesis Statement ({1 different woro\sw
1. Pushes toward DIRECTION—what should the reader have
learned? CqFPea,t o the e_moh‘or\s)

C. Closing sentence



